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I  Corinthians,  xv.  55. 

«  0  DEATH,  WHERE  IS  THY  STING  ?    O  GRAVE,  WHERE  IS 

THY  VICTORY  i" 

X  HE  occafion  on  which  I  am  called  to  ad- 
drcfs  this  crowded  affembly,  is  truly  folcmn  snd 
inipreffi\e.  It  tells  us  that  wc  arc  trav  elling  on 
to  the  iilent  grave,  and  to  the  tremendous  bar  o£ 
God.  We  behold  our  own  deftiny  in  the  exam- 
ple of  others.  Millions  before  us  have  defcended 
into  the  gloomy  valley,  and  have  exhibited  in 
mouldering  ruin  all  that  could  promife  health,  en- 
joyment and  life.  In  the  view  of  this  awful  prof« 
pe8;,  let  us  not  remain  inattentive  and  unaffected. 
We  are  all  implicated  in  the  great  allotm  nt  o£ 
mortality.  We  are  not  unconcerned  fpeftators. 
We  are  not  folitary,  independent  individuals^  but 
parts  of  one  great  whole,  whofe  origin,  progrefs 
and  end,  are  fixed  by  infinite  wifdom.  The  voice 
of  the  tomb,  with  a  chilling  found,  aflails  our  ears. 
The  angel  of  deftru6tion,  dark  as  midnight,  and 
fwift  as  a  whirlwind,  may  foon  ftrike  our  names 
from  the  lift  of  life,  and  infcnbe  them  in  the  vaft 
majority  of  death.  Such  being  our  ftate  and  our 
portion,  where  fhall  we  look  for  help  ?  From  whom 
ihall  we  derive  confol  alien  and  fupport  ?  Shall  we 


.'4 

not  look  to  him  who  declared  **I  am  the  refurrec« 
tion   and   the  life,"    "  who  hath  abolifhed  de^th^ 
and    brought   life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the 
gofpel  ?"  It  is   by  knowing  him  in  the  power  of 
his  refurrc6lion,  it  is  by  rcceivinghis  teftimony,  it 
is  by  obeying  his  commands,  that  we  can  rife  above 
the  infirm ky  of  our  reafon  and  our  fenfes,  and  pof-^ 
fefs   a   hope   full  of  ardour,  full   of  immortality. 
He  who  has  fled  for  refuge  to   the    Saviour,  who 
has  really  believed  in  him  according  to  the  fcrip- 
turcs,  can  view  death  as  a  vanquifhed  enemy.     In 
trouble   and  sffliftion,  his  foul  rifes  above  the  or- 
dinary efforts  of  humanity.     He  views  the  deftruc- 
tiqn  of  death  as  the  end  of  all  his  fin  and  forrow. 
He  (lands  aloft  on  the  mountain  of  God,  and  v^^ith 
a  confidence  which  no  danger  can  fhake,  and  an  ex- 
tafy  v;hich  no  language  can  exprefs,  exclaims,  "  O 
death,  where  is  thy  Iting  ?    O  grave,,where  is  thy 
¥i6lory  ?" 

From  thefe  words  I  fhall  explain  the  rcafons  of 
Che  Chriflian's  triumph  over  fin  and  death, 

1.  !^e  has  evidence  that  he  is  liberated  from  the 
rcignnig^power  of  fin. 

The  fc'ripturcs  reprefent  the  unrcgcnerate  to  be 
in  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  wholly  governed  by  the 
principle  of  evil.  *'  There  is  none  righteous  ;  no, 
not  one  ;  there  is  none  that  underftandeth  ;  there  is 
none  that  fecketh  after  God.  They  are  all  gone 
out  of  the  way  ;  they  are  together  become  unpro- 
fitable ;  there  is  none  that  doeth  good;  no,  not 
one."  Chrift  faid,  '*Whofocver  coramitteth  fiuj 
is  the  fervant  of  fin."  Every  thought  of  the  ima- 
gination of  man's  heart  was  pronounced  by  God  to 
be  evil  continually.  *'The  heart  of  the  wicked  is 
fully  fet  in  him  to  do  evil."  The  Apoftle  John 
fays,  *'  The  whole  world  lieth  in  wiekednefs." 
The  prevalence  of  evil  in  the  heart  of  men,  is  re- 
prcfented  in  fcriptuie  as  a  kingdom,  as  a  dominion, 
^s  a  tyranny.     Hence  the  Apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of 


fin  *^  as  reigning  unto  death."   To  thofe^  therefore, 
who  continue  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  there  is  no  hope 
of  falvation,   and  no  caufe  of  triumph.     They  are 
liable  to  receive  the  "wages  of  fin,  which  is  death.'* 
It  is  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel,  that  it  brings  a 
principle  of  fpiritual  life  into  the  fouls  of  men,  de- 
livering them  from  the  bondage  of  fin,  and  infpir- 
ing  them  with   hopes    of  future  felicity.     To  this 
Chrift    had  immediate  refpeft,  when  he  faid,    "  If 
the  Son  make  you  free,   ye    fliall  be  free  indeed." 
To  the  fame  tranfit    from  the  bondage  of  fin  Paul 
had  reference,  when  he  addreffed  the  Ephefians  ; 
"  You  hath   he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  tref- 
paflcs  and  fins."     He  declares  that  "they  were  by 
nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others  ;"  and 
add»,  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy — ^ven  when 
we  were    dead  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together 
with  Chrift- — for  wt  are  his  workmanfliip,  created, 
in  Chrift  Jefus    unto  good  works."     To  the  fame 
purpofe    he  fays  to  the  Corinthians,  '^  If  any  man 
be  in  Chrift,    he   is  a  new  creature."     "  The  real 
Chriftian    therefore   is  one  who  has  experienced  a 
renovation  of  heart ;  who  has  the  witnefs  in  himfelf; 
who  knows  in  whom  he  has  believed;  and  rejoices, 
that    becaufe   Chrift    "lives,   he    Ihall  live  alfo." 
He  realizes  what  the  Apoftle  Paul  faid  to  the  Ro- 
mans, "The  Spirit  itfelf  beareth  witnefs  with  our 
fpirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God ;  and  if  chil- 
dren, then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Chrift  ;  if  fo  be  that  we  fuffer  with  him,  that  wc 
may  be  alfo  glorified  together,"     The  believer  has 
abundant  reafon  to  triumph  over  death  and  fin,  be- 
caufe  he    feels   the  power  of  Chrift  in  his  heart  ; 
and  has  allarance,  by  the  carncft  of  the  Spirit,  that 
he  fhall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion,  and  no  more    "  be  brought  into  captivity  to 
the  law  of  lin."-^He   confiders  natural  death  as  a 
wife  and  nccelTary  appointment  in  the  divine  ceco- 
momy.     He  confiders   the  fceond  death  as  the  juft 


punilhiHcnt  of  lio,  and  is  aS\ircd,  that  ^*  on  Isiraj  that 
death  iliall  have  no  power/"  The  love  of  God  is 
fhed  abroad  in  his  bcari,  and  while  he  ''feeig  the 
power  of  the  world  to  c»me,"  he  exclaim$»  in  th® 
triumphant  language  of  truth,  **  I  am  perfuadcd, 
that  neither  deathj,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  princi- 
palities, nor  powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things 
to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature,  ihal!  ht  able  to  fcparate  us  from  the 
iovc  of  God,  which  is  io  Chrift  Jefus  out 
Lord!" 

zdc  Another  rcafon  of  the  Chriftian's  triumph 
over  iiu  and  death  is,  the  evidence  he  has  that  he 
is  juftified  through  Chrifl,  and  acquitted  from  con- 
demnation. 

Sin  is  the  only  thing  which  has  ever  rendered 
men  obnoxious  to  divine  juiiice,  and  expofedthcm 
to  punifhracnl.  Hence  we  can  entertain  no  hope 
of  exemption  from  mifery,  unlcf*  we  are  pardoned 
by  a  fpecial  a6l  of  divine  favour.  Pardon  implice 
the  remiffion  of  punifhment,  which  might  be  juftly 
infliScd.  Hence  pardon  fuppofes  and  implies  an 
acquittal  from  condemnation.  The  believer  is 
made  fenfible  of  the  remiffion  of  his  fins,  for  "  the 
love  of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft."  He  is  brought  into  the  ftate  in  which 
Paul  reprefents  the  Corinthians,  when  they  had  em- 
braced the  gofpel.  "But  ye  are  wafhcd,  but  ye 
are  fanQified,  but  ye  are  juftified  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  |cfus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.'" 
The  Apoftle  explains  and  enforces  the  true  import 
of  our  text  in  the  words  of  the  fubfequent  verfe. 
"The  Ring  of  death,"  fays  he,  "  is  fm."  Thatisj 
death  is  an  objeft  of  terror,  and  a  fource  of  mifery, 
from  no  conlidcration  except  fin.  The  reafon  why 
we  fear  to  undergo  the  change  implied  in  death  isj 
am  apprehenfion  that  it  will  leave  us  in  a  ftate  ofmife- 
ry.  This  apprehenfion  cannot  predominate  in  the 
m'md  of  him  who  is  juftified  by  Chrift,  for  he  is 


alTureds  as  Paul  was,  that  to  die  is  gain,  and  to  '*  be 
abfent  from  the  body,  is  to  be  prefcnt  wub  ibe 
Lord/*  The  Apollle  further  illoilratcs  the  mean- 
ing of  the  text,  and  fays,  *'  I'he  Erength  of  €in 
is  the  law."  That  is,  the  law  points  out  the  oa- 
fture  and  confequences  of  fin,  afcertains  its  jufl 
defert,  and  denounces  punilOhment.  To  the  Ro- 
mans Paul  fays,  *'  1  had  not  known  fin,  but  by 
the  law."  **Wiihoot  the  law,  fm  was  de^d/' 
**I  was  alive  without  the  law.*'  That  is,  while  he 
was  without  a  knowledge  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
law,  and  the  punifhment  it  threatened  iin,  he  enter- 
tained hopes  of  falvation  by  the  law;  but,  fays  he, 
'*when  the  commandment  came,"  in  its  true  im- 
port and  force,  "  fm  revived,"  it  ftartcd  up  like  a 
tyrant  holding  him  in  bondage,  "  and  I  died." 
That  is,  he  gave  up  all  hope  of  obtaining  falvation 
by  his  own  obedience  to  the  law,  and  felt  hinr.fcif 
"  Ihut  up'*  under  condemnation.  How  was  he 
then  to  be  delivered  and  juftified  ?  By  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift.  For  he  declares  thus  of  Chrift, 
"whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood;  to  declare  his  righ- 
tcoufncfs,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of 
him  who  believeth  in  Jcfus."  He  then  who  be- 
lieves in  Chrift,  trufts  to  his  righteoufnefs  for  fal- 
vation, is  pardoned,  acquitted  from  condemnation^ 
and  of  courfe  can  with  propriety  triumph  over  fin 
and  death,  exclaiming  with  the  Apoftle,  *' Thanks 
be  to  Godj  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  out 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift.*' 

3.  Another  reafon  of  the  Chriftian's  triumph 
over  fin  and  death  is,  the  evidence  he  has,  that  his 
falvation  is  wholly  by  the  grace  of  God. 

From  what  has  been  advanced  under  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  it  appears,  that  he  who  is  brought 
to  believe  on  Chrift,  is  convinced  of  the  juftice  of 
his  condemnation  by  the  law,  and  deprived  of  all 
liope  of  obtaining  falyatiQn  by  it.    Hence  he  knows 


and  realizes  that  he  is  faved  by  grace.     Grace  is 
an  exercife  of  favour.     It  implies,  that  the  perfon 
to  whom  it  is  manifefted  is  treated  better  than  he 
has  a  right  to  demand.     It  mean?  the  beftowment 
of  good  where  evil  is  deferved,  and  may  be  juftly 
infiiQed.     Deliverance  from   the  fentence   of  the 
law,  therefore,  and  the  beftowment  of  falvation,  are 
the  free,  fovereign,  unmerited  gifts  of  God.     This 
reafoning    abundantly    eorrefponds   with  the  lan- 
guage of  fcripture.     Says  Paul,  "If  they  which  are 
«of  the  law   be  heirs,  faith  is    made  void,  and  the 
promife  of  none  effeft."     "It  is  of  faith,    that  it 
might  be  by  grace,"  "and  if  by  grace,  then  it  is  no 
more  of  works  ^  otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace.'* 
*'  By  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith,  and  that  not 
of  yourfelves  ',  it  is  the  gift  of  God."     In  the  gof- 
pel  plan  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  blending  works 
and  grace  in  the  great  affair  of  falvation.     Their  na- 
tures ^nd  their  provinces  are  wholly  diftinft.     "  To 
him,"  fays  Paul,  "  that  worketh,  is  the  reward  not 
reckoned  of   grace,   but  of  debt;  but  to  him  that 
^vorketh  not,    but  believeth  on  him  who  juftifieth 
the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs." 
Believers  can   fay,  in  the  language  of  truth,    "Not 
by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but 
according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  that  being  juf- 
tified  by  his  grace,  we  Ihould  be  made  heirs  accord- 
ing to  the  hope  of  eternal  life."     Thus  the  Chrif- 
tian,  convinced  from  his  own  experience  and  frona 
the  fcriptures  that  his  falvation  is  by  grace,  has  no 
confidence   in  himfelf,    but  places  it   all  in  God. 
Here  is  all  his  hope  and  all  his  rejoicing.     For  he 
knows  that  "God  is  faithful,"  by  whom  he  was  cal- 
led to  the  fellowfliip  of  his  Son,      If  his  falvation 
•was  left  to  his  own  wavering  refolutions,  and  fee- 
ble efforts,  he  might  well  defpair;  he  might  well 
expeO:  cievcr  to  be  free  from  the  "  fting  of  death 
and  the  ftrength  of  fin:"    but  as  he  knows  that  he 
is  "  kept  by  the  power  of  God/'  he  can  with  confi* 
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dence   confider   himfelf  as    more   than    conquer- 
or." 

4.    Another  reafon    of  the   Chriftian's   triumph 
over  fin  and  death  is,  the  evidence  he  has  of  the 
refurre6lion   of  Chrift.     Our  aflfent  t©  the  truth  of 
this  is  to  be  governed  by  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who 
were  eye  witneffes.     The  fad  therefore  of  Chriil's 
refurre6tion,  is  to  be  believed  on  the  fame  ground 
v/ithhiftoricalfafts.     What,  then,  do  we  require  in 
order  to  our  belief  of  thefe  ?  That  there  fhould  be 
a  fufficient  number  of  witneffes,  men  of  veracity, 
not    governed   by   interefted    motives.      The    ac- 
counts  given  by  the   Evangelifts  and  Apoftles,  in 
thefe  refpefts,  carry    irrefiftible  conviftion  to  the 
mind.     Their  conduft  in  aflcrting  the  refurredion 
of  Chrift,  is  utterly  unaccountable  on  any  fuppofi- 
tion,  except  that  of  firm  belief  founded  on  the*  re- 
fiftlefs  evidence  of  their  fenfes.     Like  plain  honeft 
men,  they  fimply  declared  the  fa6l.     They  perfifted  . 
in    declaring   it.      From   what  motives  could  they 
a8:  ?  Did  they  look  for  eafc,  or  honour,  or  wealth  ? 
No  ;  in  afferting    the   refurreftion  of  Chrift,  they 
facrificed  every  thing  ufually  cftcemed  among  men» 
They  expofed  themfelves   to  perfecution,  diftrcfs, 
poverty  and  death.     Would  they  have  done  thefe 
things,  if  they  had  notpolTclTed  fufficient  evidence 
that  Chrift  had  rifen  from  the  dead  ?  The  immedi- 
ate difciples  of  Chrift  did   not  feem  to  underftand 
him,    when  he    repeatedly    aifured    them   that    he 
fhould  die,  and  that  he  fhould  rife  on  the  third  day. 
When  he  was  crucified,  they  feem  to  have  defpaired 
of  the  caufe  in  which  they  had   embarked.     Could 
any   thing  but  the    cleareft  evidence  difpel   their 
doubts,  and  revive  their  confidence  ?   When   they 
faw  their    Mafter  hanging   on  the  crofs,  fuffering 
death,    the    greatcft  of  all  human  calamities,  could 
any  trivial  motive,   could  any  probable  teftimony, 
induce  them  to  engage  again  in  his  caufc,  and  ex- 
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pofe  tliemfelves  to  the  vengeance  of  His  murderers  f 
Reafon  fays  no.     Common  fenfe  and  common  ex- 
perience fay  no.    What  evidence,  then,  had  the  dif- 
ciples,  which  convinced  them  ?  I  anfwer,  the  evi- 
dence of  their  fenfes.     "  To  them  Chrill,  after  his 
paflion,   fliowed   himfelf  alive,  by  many  infallible 
proofs,  being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and  fpeak- 
dng   o-£  the   things  pertaining  to    the  kingdom  of 
God."     The  Apoftle  Fzml  had  been  a  great  enemy 
of  Chrift  and  his  followers.     He  perfecuted  them 
even  unto    ftrange  cities.     Yet  violent  and  obfti- 
nate  as  he  was,  he  was  convinced  of  his  error,  and 
became  a  zealous  fupporter  of  Chrift's  refurre8;ion. 
He   fuppofed  thi^  doQ:rine  to  be  a  fifilion,  a  doc- 
trine injuriou's  to  himfelf  and  his  nation.     We  may 
therefore  be    affured.   that  he   did  not  embrace  it 
without   the  moft  impreilive  evidence.     This  eyi- 
dence  he  ftates  thus-^^"  For  I  delivered  unto  you^ 
firft  of  all,   that  which   I   alfo  received,  ho>y  that 
-Chrift   died  for    our  fins-— that  he  was  buried,  and 
that  he  rofe  again  the  third  day  ;  and  that  he  was^ 
feen  of  Cephas  ;  then  of  the  twelve  ;  after  that  rhe 
.was  feen   of  above  five  hundred  brethren  at  once, 
of  whonii'  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  prefent, 
l»ut  fome  are  fallen   afeep ;  after  that  he  was  feen 
©f  James,  then  of  all  the  Apoftles ;  and  lafl;  of  all, 
he  was  feen-  of  me  alfo."— ^This  aceount  was  writ- 
ten  by  the  Apoftle  Paul  but  a  few  years  after  the 
-fefurreftion.     He  had   ail  the  means  neceffary  t0 
produce  full  conviftion,  and  he  received  with  joy 
the  doftrine  he  had  laboured  to  exterminate.    The 
evidences    of  the   refurreftion  have   been  handed 
4own  to  Us   through  the  teftimony  of  relators,  and 
are  as  dire6t    and  full  as  the  evidences  of  any  fa.B. 
-recorded  in  profane  hiftory.     I  am  perfuaded  thai 
no  man,  who  fufficiently  examines  thefe  evidence^^ 
can   withhold    his    belief   of  the    rdfurreBion    of 
Chrift.     If  he  can,  he    can  difbelieve  all  hiftory 
without  exception.     The  refurreftion  of  Cbrifl  is- 
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ilnt  bafis  of  Chriftianity.  ^*If  Chrift  is  not  rifen^ 
our  faith  is  vain,  we  are  yet  in  our  iins."  "But 
now  is  Chrift  rifen.'*  Of  courfe  the  Chriftian  is 
affured  that  he  fliall  be  like  him }  that  he  (hall  be 
fafhioned  like  to  Chrift's  glorious  body,  and  with 
him  Ihall  live,  and  reign,  and  triumph  forever. 

5.  Another  reafon  of  the  Chriftian's  triumph  over 
fm  and  death  is,  the  evidence  he  has  that  all  man-» 
kind  Ihall  be  raifed. 

For  the  knowledge  of  the  refurreftion  of  the  bo- 
dy we  are  wholly   indebted  to  divine   revelation. 
Our  faith  in  this  doftrine  refts  exclufively  on  the 
teftimony  of    God.     It  is  not  analogous  to  any 
known  laws   of  nature,    that  animal  bodies,  once 
dead  and  diffolved  into  their  original   principles^ 
fhould  be  reorganized,  and  reanimated.     Thefe  cf*- 
fc6ls,  however,  fall   within  the  limits  of  Omnipo- 
tence, and    though    they    are    beyond  the   eftab- 
lifhcd  laws  of  nature,  they  do  nqt  imply  a  contra- 
■diftion  to  them.     The  refurreftion  of  the  body  is 
abundantly  aflerted  in  the   fcriptures,   particularly 
in  thofe  of  the  Nev  Teftament.     Chrift  faid,  "  The 
hour   is  coming  when  all   that  are  in  the  graves — - 
fliall  come  forth."     The  Apoftle  Paul   fays  thus, 
'•  But  now  is  Chrift  rifcn  from  the  dead,  and  be- 
come the  firft  fruits  of  them  that  flept."     The  firft 
fruits  were  a  pledge   and  alTurance    of  the  fubfc- 
quent  harveft.     In  li'ke  manner  Chrift's  refurrec- 
iion  is  a  pledge   of  the  refurreftion   of  the  dead, 
^*Forfince  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  alfo 
the  refurre^lion  of  the  dead.     For  as  in  Adam  all 
die,  even  fo  in  Ci:irift  (hall  all  be  made  alive."  The 
do8:rine  oftke  refurreftion  conftituted  a  chief  part 
of  the  preaching  of  the  Apoftles.     In  the  4th  chap- 
ter of  A6ts,  it  is  faid  of  Peter  and  John,  that  the 
Priefts  and  the  Captains  of  the  Temple  were  griev- 
ed   that    they   taught    the   people,   and   preached 
through  Jefus  the   refurreclion  of  the  dead.     In 
iihe  iSth  chapter,  Paul  declares  to  king  Agrippaa 
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that  the  Jews  had  accufed  him  on  account  of  his 
hope  of  the  refurreftion,  and  fays,  '''Why  Ihould  i^ 
be  thought -a  thing  incredible  with  you,  that  God 
fhould  raife  the  dead  ?"  To  the  Athenians  the 
fame  Apoftle  preached  "  Jefus  and  the  refurrec^ 
tion."  To  the  Corinthians  he  faid,  "God  hath  both 
raifed  up  the  Lord,  and  will  alfo  raife  us  up  by  his 
power."  There  appear  to  be  two  different  refur- 
reftions  fpoken  of  in  the  fcriptures.  The  firft  is 
defcribed  by  Paul,  thus-.— '*For  the  Lord  him^ 
felf  fhall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  fiiout,  with 
the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump 
of  God,  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  fhall  rife  firft  ? 
then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain,  fhall  be 
caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  fo  fliall  we  ever  be  with  the 
Lord.**  John  the  revelator  defcribes  the  fame 
thus-^-"  And  I  faw  thrones,  and  they  fat  upon 
them,  and  judgment  was  given  unto  them  j  and  I 
faw  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the 
witnefs  of  Jcfus ;  and  they  lived  and  reigned  with 
Chrill  a  thoufand  years.  But  the  reft  of  the  dead 
lived  not  till  the  thoufand  years  were  finiilied. 
This  is  the  firft  refurre£lion.  Blelfed  and  holy  is 
he  that  hath  part  in  the  firft  refurredion ;  on  fuch 
the  fecond  death  hath  no  power,  but  they  fhall  be 
priefts  of  God,  and  of  Chrift,  and  fhall  reign  with 
him  a  thoufand  years."  The  fecond  and  general 
refurreftion  is  defcribed  thus  by  Chrift- — "The 
hour  is  coming  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  fhal} 
hear  his  voice,  and  fliall  come  forth  ;  they  that  have 
done  good  unto  the  refurre6lion  of  life,  and  they 
that  have  done  evil  unto  the  refurrcftion  of  dam= 
nation."  John  fays,  "And  I  faw  the  dead  fmall 
and  great  ftand  before  God-^-and  the  fea  gave  up 
the  dead  that  were  in  it  ;  and  death  and  hell  deli- 
vered up  the  dead  that  were  in  them."- — Thus  it  ap- 
pears from  the  fcriptures,  that  all  mankind  will  be 
raifeji  from  the  dead.     The  refurreBion  of  thpfe 


13 

who  believe  in  Chrift,  is  taught  more  fully  in  the 
fcriptures,  than  the  rcfurredion  of  the  wicked. 
The  reafon  of  this  doubtlefs  was,  that  believers, 
particularly  in  the  primitive  ages  of  the  Church, 
might  be  encouraged  to  perfevere.  Paul  fays  to 
the  Romans—"  If  the  fpirit  of  him  that  raifed  up 
Jefus  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he  fhall  alfo 
quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  fpirit  which 
dwelleth  in  you."  To  the  Philippians  he  fays  of 
Chrifi — ''Who  £h?,l}  change  our  vile  body,  that  it 
may  be  fafiiioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body." 
To  the  Corinthians  he  fays — "  As  we  have  borne 
the  image  of  the  earthy,  we  fhall  alfo  bear  the  image 
of  the  heavenly."  The  Chriftian,  then,  has  great 
reafon  to  triumph  over  fin  and  death;  for  he  has  a 
well  grounded  hope,  that  his  body  will  be  raifed 
up  from  death,  freed  from  fm,  rendered  glorious, 
fpiritual,  incorruptible,  and  capable  of  endlefs  fcr- 
licity  in  heaven. 

6.  Another  reafon  of  the  Chriftian's  triumph 
over  fin  and  death  is,  the  evidence  he  has  that  af- 
ter the  rcfurre^tion  he  fhall  be  admitted  to  com- 
plete eternal  happinefs  in  heaven. 

It  is  evident  from  the  fcriptures,  that  believers, 
immediately  after  death,  enter  into  happinefs. 
Paul  faid  thus^— "  For  me  to  die  is  gain."  *'  I  -am 
in  a  ftreight  betwixt  two,  having  a  defirc  to  depart 
and  to  be  with  Chrift,  Vi^hich  is  far  better.''  We 
are  confident  and  willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from 
the  bodyg  and  to  be  prefent  with  the  Lord.  The 
voice  from  heaven  faid  to  John — -**  Blcffed  are  the 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth;"  that 
is,  their  bleffednefs  will  commence  as  foon  as  they 
die.  The  fiate  which  intervenes  between  death 
and  the  final  judgment,  is  in  the  fcriptures  termed 
.  Hades.*  Into  this  ilate  both  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked  enter,  though  it  is  neither  the  final  flate  of 

*  $ee  Dr,  CampbdVs  critical  dijf^rtations^ 
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happinefs  for  the  former,  nor  ofmifery  for  the  lat- 
ter. It  was  into  thisitate  that  the  foul  of  Chrift  en- 
tered after  his  crucifixion.  The  Apoftle  Peter  ap- 
plies the  words  of  the  Pfalmift  to  him — "•  Thou  will 
not  leave  ray  foul  in  hell,"  or  Hades.  Chrift,  by 
defcending  into  this  region,  eftabliflied  his  power 
in  it.  For  fays  Paul,  "  For  this  caufe  Chrill  both 
died  and  rofc,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord 
of  the  dead  and  living."  Hence  it  follows,  that 
death  does  not  deftroy  nor  even  interrupt  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift.  This  kingdom  reaches  forward 
and  is  continued  into  the  invifible  ftate,  and  through 
that  to  final  happinefs  in  heaven.  Chrift  faid  thus4 
- — *'  I  fay  unto  thee,  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon 
this  rock  will  I  build  my  Church,  and  the  gales  of 
liell,  or  Hades,  fhall  not  prevail  againft  it."  W  hat 
are  we  to  underftand  by  the  gates  of  Hades  ?  Un- 
doubtedly they  mean  death,  becaufe  death  lets  us 
into  that  invifible  ftate.  By  the  gates  of  Hades  not 
prevailing  againft  the  Church,  we  are  to  underftand, 
that  death  neither  deftroys  the  foul,  nor  fufpends  its 
powers  and  enjoyments,  but  only  feparatcs  itfrona 
the  body,  and  introduces  it  into  that  world  which 
will  continue  till  the  refurre&ion.  Whatever  was 
terrible  in  this  ftate,  has  been  removed  by  Chrift. 
He  has  rendered  the  path  luminoias  to  all  his  fol- 
lov/ers.  Believers  will  doubtlefs  enjoy  great  hap- 
pinefs In  thif  ftate,  but  when  their  bodies  fliall  be 
raifed  incorruptible,  and  united  to  their  fouls,  their 
liappin^fs  will  exceed  all  conception.  It  will  be  a 
*•  crown  of  life,  and  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.''* 
Imft  fo  fure  as  Chrift  has  died,  and  entered  the  in- 
"vifibk  ftate,  juft  fo  fure  we  muft  die,  and  enter  that 
Hate.  Juft  fo  fure  as  he  has  rifen,  juft  fo  fure  we 
fhall  rife.  Juft  fo  fure  as  he  now  reigns  in  glory,  juft 
fo  furew^  ihail  reign  with  him,  for  we  fhall  '*fee 
him  as  he  is,  andfiiall  be  like  him."  All  real  Chrif- 
tians  who  die  in  faith,  will  be  brought  forth  from 
Hades  to  the  lefurreBrion  of  life.     Chrift,  who  is 
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their  king  and  judge,  will  fay  to  them— **^  Conl€,  yc 
bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  They 
will  then  take  poffeffion  of  that  inheritance  which 
has  been  referved  in  heaven  for  them;  an  inherit- 
ance ''  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away."  Thus  by  the  light  of  fcripture  we  can  trace 
the  progrefs  of  thofc  who  embrace  the  gofpel,  not 
only  through  this  world,  but  through  deaths  through 
the  invifible  intervening  world,  and  to  the  flate  of 
eternal  glory  in  heaven.  When  they  arrive  at  that 
manfion  beyond  the  reach  of  fin  and  forrow,  and 
pain,  and  death,  and  hell ;  with  what  extafy  will 
they  adore  that  power,  and  wifdom,  and  goodnefs, 
which  have  brought  them  out  of  all  their  tribula- 
tions, to  a  kingdom  of  pure  delight,  wl>ere  fun,  and 
moon,  and  ftars  fhall  fade,  and  the  Lord  Hiall  be 
their  everlafling  light,  and  their  God  their  glory  ? 
The  great  family  of  the  redeemed  will  then  be  more 
-than  conquerors,  and  with  a  fhout  that  fhall  ring 
through  heaven  will  exclaim,  "O  Death!  where 
is  thy  fting  ?  O  Grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  ?" 

Having  brought  into  view  the  reafons  of  the 
Chriilian's  triumph  over  fin  and  death,  I  fhall  now 
clofe  the  fubjeE,  by  making  one  general  remark, 
-and  giving  it  a  brief  illuftration.  The  xeraark  I 
would  make  is  this — That  the  doftrines  advanced 
in  the  preceding  difcourfe  are  |)eculiar  and  diftin- 
guifhing  to  revelation;  and  that  they  are  admira- 
bly adapted  to  man,  as  a  fallen,  fiitful  being.  Under 
the  three  firft  particulars  it  was  fhown  that  the  Chrif- 
;tian  had  rcafon  to  triumph  over  fin  and  death,  from 
the  evidence  he  has,  that  the  reigning  power  of  fin 
.over  his  heart  is  deftroyed  ;  that  he  ig  juftified  and 
.acquitted  from  condemnation  by  the  rightcoufnefo 
iof  Chrift,  and  that  his  falvation  is  wholly  by  the 
^race  of  G od.  The  w  ri tings  of  the  anc  ien t  pb  i  lo- 
fophers,  though  profefTedly  defigned  for  the  re  far- 
^atipnandhappinefs  of  man,  ccmcainna  fuch  jto: 


trines  as  thefe.  They  are  above  all  human  wifdom. 
They  apply  to  the  heart,  which  is  the  feat  of  alt 
man's  wickednefs.  They  are  calculated  to  make 
the  tree  good,  that  its  fruit  alfo  may  be  good.  That 
religion  Can  be  of  no  real  ufe  to  man,  which  does 
not  infpire  his  heart  with  good  principles.  The 
firft  thing  that  real  religion,  the  religion  of  the  bi- 
ble, implies,  is  a  rcnovati©n  of  the  moral  temper. 
If  it  did  not  proceed  farther,  it  would  leave  man  in 
defpair  as  to  final  happinefs.  For  he  would  ftill 
feel  himfelf  a  finner,  and  liable  to  fuffcr-the  penal- 
ty of  the  divine  law.  The  fcriptures,  in  the  next 
place,  prefent  the  rightcoufnefs  of  Clirift,  by  which 
the  {inner  is  juftified,  accepted  and  pardoned.  His 
fears  areoiow  allayed,  and  he  has  a'*  hope,  like  an 
anchor  to  the  foul,  fure  and  ftedfaft."  He  boads 
BO  rightcoufnefs  of^  his  own,  and  is  convinced  that 
his  deliverance  has  proceeded  from  the  free  grace 
of  God.  This  doftrine  is  calculated  to  humble 
his  pride,  and  make  him  place  all  his  dependence 
on  God.  Such  is  the  excellency  of  the  Chriftian 
doftrine. 

Under  the  three  laft  particulars  of  the  preceding 
difcourfe,  it  was  fhown  that  the  Chriftian  had  rea- 
fon  to  triumph  over  iin  and  death,  from  the  evi- 
dence he  has  that  Chrift  has  rifen  from  the  dead; 
that  mankind  will  be  raifed,  and  that  he  fliall  final- 
ly be  received  to  eternal  happinefs  in  heaven, 
Thefe  do6lrines,like  thofe  juft  mentioned,  are  pe- 
culiar to  revelation.  Though  they  lie  more  out  of 
the  reach  of  common  experienj:e,  becaufe  they  are 
wholly  founded  on  teftimony,  yet  they  are  not  lefs 
true,  nor  lefs  firmly  embraced  by  the  Chrillian.  It 
is  enough  for  him  that  they  arc  contained  in  a  re- 
velation, bearing  the  moft  prominent  features  of  a 
divine  original.  He  affents  to  the  refurreftion  of 
Chrift,  becaufe  he  thinks  it  atte%d  by  witneffes 
amply  fufficient  ;  he  aflents  to.  the  refurredion  of 
mankind,  becaufe  it  is  abundantly  afferted  in  the 
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teftimony  of  God  ;  for  tke  fame  reafon  he  affents  to 
the  final  happinefs  of  the  believer.     It  is  not  eficn- 
tial  to  a  Chnftian,  that  he  fhould  be   able  to  com- 
prehend the    manner   in  which  theological  tryths 
confift,  nor  the  manner  in  which  prophccied   evei]ts 
and  fa6;s  will  take  place.    To  afcertain  thcie  things, 
fo  far  as  prafticable,  is  properly  the  province  of  rea- 
fon.    The  Chriftian  affents    folely  on  the  ground  of 
God's  teftimony.     This  affent  is  what  the  fcriptures 
denominate  faith.     It   implies  a  perfefl  furrender 
of  the  heart  and  intcl!e6l  to  God.     And  hence  it  is 
that  fo   much   importance  is  attached  to  faith,  and 
that  it   is  ranked  firft  in  the  catalogue  of  all  moral 
and  divine  virtues.     The  exercife  of  faith  is  per- 
feftly  reafonable  and  confiftent.      For  man,  in  his 
prefent  dark  imperfeQ  ftate,  cannot  comprehend  all 
truths  which  it  is  effential  to  his  happinefs  to  admit 
and  pra£tife.     Hence  Paul  fays — "Faith  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  things  hoped  for."     It  attaches  on  things 
invifihle — it  realizes   their  exiftence,   fo  that  they 
exert  an  influence  on  the  heart,  and  become  govern- 
ing principles  of  aQion.     Hence  the  Apoille  fays — ■ 
'*We  walk  by  faith,   not  by  fight."     What  flrong 
and  exalted  motives  mufl  he  a6l  from,  who  firmly 
believes  that  he  fhall  be  raifcd  from  the  dead,  and 
that  if  he  endures  to  the  end  in  virtue,  he  fhall  be 
faved  ? 

The  preceding  do6lrincs  and  obfervations  are 
calculated  to  alleviate  the  fufferjngs,  forrows  and 
calamities,  of  the  prefent  life.  Receiving,  expe- 
riencing and  believing  the  truth,  we  fhall  be  per- 
Tuadcd,  "that  if  this  earthly  houfe  of  our  taberna- 
cle were  diffolved,  we  have  a  building  of  Godj 
an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea- 
vens." 

I  fhall  now  conclude  this  occafioii  by  a  fhortad- 
drefs  to  the  venerable  and  mach  refpected  Paftor  of 
this  Church,  together  with  the  bereaved  parent, 
and  mearcfl  connexions  of  the  decctifed, 
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You,  Sir,  have  been  frequently  led  through  the 
thorny  vale  of  affliSion  and  forrow.  God  has  laid 
his  hand  heavily  upon  you,  fo  that  you  have  been 
"  in  deaths  oft."  I  am  perfuaded  that  your  hope  is 
'in  God,  and  that  your  trials  make  you  feel  the  va- 
lue of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel.  You  can  doubtlcfs 
fay,  as  did  the  Apoftle  Paul, — -"  I  reckon  that  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  this  prefent  time  arc  not  worthy  to  be 
compared  with  the  glory  that  fhall  he  revealed  in 
us."  God  has  begotten  us  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
refurreftion  of  Chrift.  This  hope  is  the  anchor  of 
the  foul,  and  will  help  you  to  ride  out  every  tem- 
pelt.  Troubles  and  affiidions  arc  defigned  by  God 
to  prepare  his  children  for  heaven.  The  Apoftles 
exhorted  Chriftians,  to  "continue  in  the  faith,  as  it 
was  through  much  tribulation  they  muft  enter  in- 
to the  kingdom  of  God."  Of  thcfe  it  is  faid— 
*•  Thefe  are  they  which  have  come  out  qf  great  tri- 
bulation, and  have  waihed  their  robes,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  That  Maf- 
ter  whom  you  ferve  has  faid — '-'In  the  world  ye 
fliall  have  tribulation;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I 
have  overcome  the  world."  May  you,  and  the  chil- 
dren which  God  has  given  you,  be  blefTed  in  your 
trouble  ;  and  may  they  remember  their  Creator  ; 
may  they  receive  your  pious  inftruftions,  and  fol- 
low your  pioas  example,  that  their  progrefs  through 
life  may  be  ufeful ;  their  ejcit  from  it  triumphant} 
and  their  deftiny  glorious.  The  furviving  parent, 
children  and  connexions,  rnay  derive  confolation 
from  the  confideration,  that  they  cannot  "  forrow  cis 
thofewho  have  no  hope."  The  deceafedhac^made 
God  her  refuge,  and  had  fincerely  embraced  the  gof- 
pel of  Chrift.  You  have  reafon  to  believe  that  fhe 
has  entered  into  that  reft,  where  fin,  and  pain,  and 
forrow,  and  death,  will  never  come.  Of  whatva(l 
importance  is  it  that  you  be  prepared  to  follow 
her?  You  are  haftening  to  the  houfe  appointed  for 
all  the  living.     You  muft  fo.on  lodge  there  in  dark- 


nefs  and  filence.  May  you  receive  with  refigna- 
tion  the  admonitions  of  heaven,  and  may  the  afflie- 
tion  you  fufFer,  yield  the  peaceable  fruit  of  rigb- 
teoufnefs,  and  '*  work  for  you  an  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory  l"  AMEN. 
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